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In 1996, a year after the purchase of Gallina (Nieve), the Rivetti family acquired six and a half hectares 
on the hillside just behind Gallina, in the Cru vineyard known as Starderi, which is planted exclusively to 
Nebbiolo.  
 
Although the geographical details of Starderi are nearly identical to those of Gallina (calcareous soil, 50+ 
year old vines, south facing and the same altitude) the fruit and resulting wine is quite different. Starderi 
is much more powerful than Gallina and can easily be mistaken for a Barolo. What Gallina offers in 
elegance, Starderi presents in power and length. Though we aren't quite sure why the two vineyards are 
so different, a slight difference in microclimate is likely responsabile. In fact, the vineyards are located in 
two different valleys; Gallina is situated in a much wider valley than Starderi. 
 
The wine is aged in 100% new medium-toast French oak for 22 months.  It is then transferred to 
stainless steel for 3 months and then bottled and rested for over a year prior to release.  It is un-fined 
and un-filtered. 
 

This is a 6-pk wooden case.   
 
 

LA SPINETTA 2011 BARBARESCO “VIGNETO STARDERI” 
 
95 Points, Vinous:  “The 2011 Barbaresco Starderi is just as gorgeous today as 
it was the last time I tasted it, about a year ago. Dark raspberry, plums, 
cinnamon, wild flowers and rose petals meld together nicely in the glass. The 
2011 is deep, pliant and expressive, with lovely depth and plenty of texture. 
Power and intensity are the signatures of Starderi, but in this vintage the wines 
leans more towards the weightless end of the spectrum.” 
 
95 points, James Suckling:  “So earthy and decadent with foie gras, nut and 
dark fruit. Full body, round tannins and lots of juicy fruit. You just want to drink 
this.” 
 
94 Points, The Wine Advocate:  “Dark in color and rich in appearance, the 
2011 Basbaresco Starderi Vursu is another gorgeous rendition in the La Spinetta 
Vursu line. Vursu is locale dialect for something that is "greatly desired". And 
great desire is something you definitely feel when faced with a glass of this 
stuning wine. This is a rich and sturdy, but beautifully balanced expression that 
does not hold back in terms of intensity or opulence. Yet the wine never goes 
overboard. Giorgio Rivetti has produced fantastic results in the 2011 vintage.” 
 

 


